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HOUSEKEEPERS 1  CHAT 


(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 


Subject:     "Saving  Hats."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  U.S.DiA. 


More  news  today  from  the  clothing  specialists  to  help  on  this  eternal,  femi- 
nine problem  of  "being  well-dressed,  on  a  slim  pocketbook,  of  making  clothes  last 
long  and  look  well.     Haven't  you  noticed  how  some  clothes  grow  old  early,  while 
others  stay  trim,  smart  and  new  not  only  during  one  season,  "but  often  for  two  or 
even  three?    "That's  the  reason?      Next  to  quality,  care  is  the  answer.     The  right 
care  is  the  best  "oreservative  I  know  for  dresses  or  coats,  shoes,  hose  or  hats 
or  any  other  garment  of  good  quality. 

Take  hats,  in  particular.    You  can  keep  hats  young  "by  treating  them  with  con- 
sideration.   But  throwing  a  hat  carelessly  on  a  dusty  closet  shelf  is  one  of  the 
"best  ways  of  making  it  look  old  and  giving  it  wrinkles.     Good  complexions  and 
figures — they're  the  essentials  for  keeping  young  and  good  looking.     That  rule 
holds  for  hats  as  well  as  human  "beings.     But  dust  and  dirt  can  rain  the  complexion 
of  almost  any  hat  in  time.     And  knocking  about,  especially  when  it's  damp  from 
snow  or  rain,  can  spoil  the  hat's  neat  shape,     So  the  best  beauty  treatments  to 
protect  your  hat  are  three:     a  good  hat  stand  on  the  closet  shelf,  a  hat  brush, 
and  a  cover  to  keep  out  dust  when  the  hat  is  not  in  use. 

About  the  hat  stand.     You'll  find  several  different  kinds  of  stands  for  sale 
in  the  stores.     Or  you  can  make  your  own.     The  specialists  say  that  a  -padded  stand 
is  the  best  friend  of  the  best  hat.     The  padding  helps  the  hat  keep  its  figure  and 
the  stand  lifts  it  out  of  reach  of  any  dust  that  might  be  on  the  closet  shelf. 
A  goodfhat  stand  has  a  wide  base  so  that  the  hat,  when  hung  on  the  top,  won't 
nake  the  stand  top-heavy.     Some  of  the  stands  on  the  market  clamp  to  the  edge  of 
the  shelf.     If  you  make  your  own,  use  a  roll  of  cardboard  covered  with  some  soft 
fabric  like  velvet.     Of  course,  you.  need  a  stand  for  every  hat.     If  you  haven't 
enough  shelf  room,  you  can  use  one  of  the  new  stands  that  clamp  to  the  closet  wall 
or  even  to  the  back  of  the  door.    The  next  best  way  to  keep  a  good  hat  in  good 
condition  is  to  stuff  the  crown  lightly  with  crushed  tissue  paper  and  lay  it  in  a 
deep,  covered  box. 

A  hat  brush  kept  right  up  there  on  the  closet  shelf  will  remind  you  to  remove 
outdoor  dust  with  a  few  whisks  every  time  you  put  the  hat  away.    As  for  the  hat 
covers,  these  are  wide,   shallow  bags  with  one  end  open  which  will  slip  down  over 
h&t.    You  may  not  use  a  cover  for  your  everyday  hat,  but  you.' 11  want  one  for 
hat  that  has  to  stand  for  a  time,  where  it  might  collect  dust.     You  can  make 
your  own  hat  covers  of  cellophane  bound  with  bias  tape  or  of  that  semi-transparent 
Serial  known  as  Argentine  cloth  or  of  glazed  tarlatan.    Both  of  these  last  ma- 
terials are  semi-transparent  and  stiff  enough  to  hold  their  shape. 

Of  course,  preventing  soil  is  easier  than  cleaning  your  hat      after  it  gets 
^ lrty.    But  sometimes  cleaning  is  necessary.    You  can  generally  do  this    job  at 
if  you  know  a  few  tricks  of  the  trade. 


Let's  suppose  your  light  felt  hat  is  soiled.     How  to  clean  it?    First,  place 
it  carefully  on  a  hat  "block  or  on  a  firm,  round  bundle  made  of  a  Turkish  towel, 
and  let  the  towel  or  block  remain  in  the  crown  until  the  hat  is  completely  dry* 
This  will  hold  the  crown  in  shape  while  you  clean.     If  your  hat  has  a  "brim,  you'll 
need  to  clean  that  on  a  flat  surface  to  keep  it  in  shape.     So  pin  the  "brim  care- 
fully to  your  ironing  board. 

Now  for  the  cleaning  methods  themselves.     If  your  felt  hat  is  only  slightly 
soiled,  use  a  dry  sponge  and  rub  it  all  over  the  surface  lightly.     Some  people 
recommend  using  a  fine  rubber  bath  sponge.    They  say  this  will  act  as  an  eraser 
and  remove  the  surface  dirt.     The  very  finest  grade  of  sandpaper  or  emery  paper 
is  also  a  cleaning  help.     Rub  Number  000  sandpaper  lightly  over  the  felt.  The 
sandpaper  takes  off  the  top  layer  of  fuzz  carrying  the  soil  with  it. 

Still  another  dry  cleaning  method  is  to  apply  a  paste  of  corn  starch  and 
>n  tetrachloride  to  the  hat.    Brush  the  mixture  well  into  the  felt,  let  it 
dry  thoroughly  and  then  brush  it  off.     The  carbon  tetrachloride  acts  as  a  cleaning 
fluid  and  the  corn  starch  absorbs  the  soil  and  keeps  the  felt  from  becoming 
streaked.     One  more  good  way  to  dry  clean  your  light  felt  hat  is  to  rub  French 
chalk  or  fuller's  earth  into  the  fabric,  leave  the  powder  on  over  night  and  brush 
it  off  in  the  morning.     There  you  have  four  good  ways  of  cleaning  light  felt. 
What  about  cleaning  black,  brown,  navy  blue,  or  other  dark  felts?    Well,  take  a 
piece  of  dark  silk  cloth,  moisten  it  slightly  with  carbon  tetrachloride,  then  rub 
it  on  the  hat  lightly,  over  and  over,  always  going  around  the  hat  in  the  same  di- 
rection. 

Suppose  you  have  a  velvet  hat.     How  can  you  clean  and  freshen  it  up?  First 
trash  it  with  a  soft  brush  to  remove  the  surface  dirt.     Then  steam  it  over  a  tea 
kettle.    Let  the  hat  dry  on  the  hat  block.     Then  bruch  up  the  nap.     Of  course, 
you  know  that  you  can  never  -nress  velvet  by  putting  an  iron  on  it.  Sometimes, 
however,  you  can  run  the  back  of  the  velvet  over  an  up- turned,  hot  iron  and  this 
Will  not  flatten  the  pile. 

Tomorrow:     we'll  have  a  chat  on  that  good,  homely,  old-fashioned  dish — the 
stew.    Or  rather  on  stews,  different  kinds  and  varieties.    Nothing  better  for  the 
budget  and  nothing  better  for  supper  on  a  cold  winter  night  than  a  steaming  stew, 

her  you  make  it  of  lamb  or  beef,  rabbit  or  reindeer,  whether  you  use  many 
vegetables  or  none,    A  menu  and  a  recipe  for  stew  tomorrow,    please  bring  pencils. 


